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            October is Fire Prevention Month and the theme provided by National Fire Protection  

            Association (NFPA) for 2016 is “Don’t Wait: Check the Date!  Replace Smoke Alarms  

            Every 10 Years” 
 

It is fact that structure fires have no season and they do not tend to discriminate among victims. Because of these 

realities, October should not be the only month that we think about fire safety at home, at work, or in our schools. 

It should be common practice to educate our families, coworkers, and students to the danger of fire every month 

of the year. It should be a monthly exercise to hold a fire drill and become proficient in exiting the structure in a 

safe and timely manner. A designated meeting spot should be chosen and marked on an escape plan posted 

clearly in your home, work place or school.  You should always have and know 2 exits out of every room and 

have smoke and CO detectors properly mounted and working. Practicing and familiarizing everyone to this on a 

regular basis will make it second nature in the event of a real emergency. 

 

Are you aware that cooking is the number one cause of home fires, and a significant contributor to home fire 

deaths in the nation?  Following simple safety rules such as these will help keep your home fire safe: 

 Never leave cooking food unattended on the stove. 

 Ensure that flammable materials such as aprons, pot holders and paper towels are at least 3 feet from the 

stove. 

 The most common types of kitchen fires are grease and oil fires. To help prevent these types of fires you 

should ensure that there is no buildup of grease or residue on your cook top or exhaust fan. 

 In the event of a grease fire NEVER try to extinguish it with water. This will only spread the fire and poten-

tially involve your whole kitchen. Instead, make sure you have a lid for the pan or pot you are using avail-

able and “put a lid on it” to extinguish the fire. 

 Remember to turn in your pot or pan handles to avoid scald and burn injuries due to someone hitting the 

handle when walking by the stove. 

 Always utilize pot holders when removing items from the stove. 

 Never wear loose fitting clothing while working over stove. 

 Ensure that young children and the elderly are supervised when in the kitchen. 

 Always make sure to have a fully charged fire extinguisher in your kitchen and have the ability to use it if 

needed. 

Please contact the City of Antigo Fire Department with any 

questions or concerns that you may have relating to fire 

safety in your home or work place.  Have a safe and enjoy-

able season. 

 
         John Krueger 
          Firefighter/CC Paramedic/Public Education Coordinator 
             City of Antigo Fire Department 
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The American Red Cross has partnered with 

fire departments in Langlade County to assure 

residents have working smoke alarms. 

 

For free installation, register online at  

getasmokealarm.org 

or by calling Antigo Fire Chief  

Jon Petroskey at 715-350-7297. 


